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these utterly baseless slanders against the army of which
he is himself the head was precisely on a parallel with his
recent memorandum, in which he impliedly endorsed the
statements of the least responsible demagogues, to the ef-
fect that the army was gathered near great cities for the
purpose of overawing workingmen.

During the six months that I have been President, Gen-
eral Miles has made it abundantly evident by his actions
that he has not the slightest desire to improve or benefit
the army, and to my mind his actions can bear only the
construction that his desire is purely to gratify Ms selfish
ambition, his vanity, or his spite. His conduct is certainly
entirely incompatible, not merely with intelligent devotion
to the interests of the country, but even with intelligent de-
votion to the interests of the service. President McKinley
and you yourself have repeatedly told me that such was
the case during the period before I became President.

To show the animus of General Miles in these matters and
the extreme unwisdom of trusting him in any position
where he can imagine it to be for his interest to discredit
the American Government or the American Army, I re-
capitulate here what I have already told you and President
McKinley as to something that occurred about three years
ago. At that time I had testified or was about to testify
as to certain shortcomings in the War Department during
the Spanish War. General Miles seemingly construed this,
not as a desire to tell the truth, whoever was affected, but
as a championship of himself against Secretary Alger and
President McKinley. I was Governor of New York, and
had come on here to visit Senator Lodge. At the time, our
army was engaged in the hard fighting which accompanied
the outbreak of the Filipino insurrection. General Miles
made repeated efforts to see me, and finally succeeded and
had a long conversation with me, in Lodge's house, on the
afternoon of Sunday, February 26, 1899. He proposed to
me that we should join forces and that he should run for
President while I ran for Vice-President. His estimate of
the political situation was utterly fatuous, and the propo-